1) to list words they """'-lld use to describe Il'ath (5-7 minutes) , 2) to imagine themselves in a stecaeton of doin:;)' math ani to list all their feelirgs while doirq Il'ath (5-7 minutes), 3) to list all of the objects (nouns, thirqs) that matih is l ike for them (5-7 minutes), 4) and finally to read aver their three lists and write a paragraph begi.J"lni.n;J, "For me math is like a .. . II '!he paragraphs of two-thirds of these students follow .
FOR ME MA'IH IS LIKE A For me math. is ki.rrl of like an incredible book that you have to read through an infinite number of times. '!he first trirre you get the general idea , but until you reach the end you reall y have no idea what ' 5 going on in relation to anyth.i.rq else . Each successive readin::J bri.n;Js out more rneani..n:J am little un.i.nportant asides suddenly relate to everything else in the most amazing way. It has to be read an infinite number of t ines because there' s always mere neanirq to be f ourrl. act; the book would have to be infinitely long as well , because Il'ath has no begi.rlning' or end arrl there's no place to stop. Like the book, questi ons posed at the and may be answered by SOlTe t iny thirq at the beqi.nrrinq, Sometilres it seems hopeless end completely irrelevant , l:A.It i f you force yourself to oontinue it will suddenly clear up and make mere sense than you ever thought possible . You have to have faith that i tl s worth plCMirKJ through it. an:l education. 'Ihere are many approaches to take you to a conclusion.
FOR ME MAW IS LIKE A
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FUR ME MAn! IS LIKE A For me math is like a puzzle that is all blue sky with a couple clouds in it so that JOOSt of the time it is just luck whether you get the pieces together, sometimes it's easier because of the clouds. Actually, math is really easy for me when I don't really have to figure anything out. 'lt1at's when it's satistyirq, when you have a bunch of fonnulas an:l you can plo::l through a bunch of problems with them -not really easy, obvious problems but hard ones where you have to figure out which metho::l to use first to solve it. So math has been alright so far, I'm just scared when I think about txying to apply it to a problem in real life, or when I think about discovering something new.
It just seems so Inposs.ibl.e, like the puzzle. 'lt1at's why I won't enter math contests. Maybe I'm just scared I'll fail.
Math has always been really c:arrpetitive for me. It's like a race, but there always has to be an end because if there wasn't I think I wouldn't feel compelled to do it.
FUR ME MAn! IS LIKE A Math is like a puzzle because it contains a million pieces that fit together perfectly only if you urx:lerstarrl the relations of the pieces to each other arrl each piece helps put the others into perspective. finally, exhausted, you remember L'Hopital's Rule, and finally the battle is in your f avor. From then on it 's an easy fight, ani you win again.
FOR ME Ml'IIH IS LIKE A Math i s l ike a name, you are g iven names to ideas that don 't even exist, i t 's so abstract , you call the sky " S ky" but if you wrote " s ky" on a piece of paper i t wouldn ' t be the sky so that 's what numbers, real end imaginary are. 8..It then we made laVJS for the numbers , am wi th the first defining statements all the rest follCMed . When someone took a step in one direction we had to keep walki.n:J that way . Math could have developed in a conpletely different manner, but it wool. d s t ill be just as correct. I t 's important to remember that math isn 't really a reality , it 's a philosophy, a way of relating t.argihle thi.rgs. '!he fact that i t does such a gocx:l job i s amazing to me. '!he thing that excites me the most about math is the connections, for exampfe, the number , e, shows up mysteriously in so many places, as do the golden ratio ani p i. Another thing: there is a big "ccarpetd'tdon" (unspoken) between my level math class an:i the level just bel.ow -a real snob attitude of those ItDre advanced t.c:1.Yards those less advanced. '!his canpetitive attitude is not one I YKJrk well around, I get angry an:l vent that anger toward the subject (math) not tcW<mls
